IN-CIDER NEWSLETTER

MARCH 2025

WHAT’S HAPPENING, BERWICK!
A message form Mayor Trinacty

It has been a few short months since the new Council was sworn in on October 30,
2024 but we have been busy. The Town committees and appointments have been
established with Councillor Lutz elected Deputy Mayor and appointed chair of the
Planning Advisory Committee, Councillor Goddard chairs Kings Point to Point,
Councillor Jamieson chairs the Audit committee, Councillor Kwakernaak, the
Accessibility Committee, Councillor Serino the Police Advisory Committee and
Councillor Walsh the Community Development Committee.

Setting a budget is one of the most complicated and challenging aspects of council.
Councillors and staff spent many hours reviewing budget lines and planning for
service delivery and projects in the years to come. Council has named this budget
‘Investing in our Future’ in the efforts to position ourselves to create reserves to
improve our roads, storm management infrastructure, and wastewater treatment
and infrastructure.

The previous council had begun a review and update to the Town’s municipal
planning strategy which is the document that guides development in the Town. The
process is in place to complete the update and we look forward to sharing it and
hearing from the community later in April.

In the fall council will be embarking on a strategic planning exercise and will be
hosting public engagement sessions to hear from our residents. We also intend to
host ‘Council Coffee’ sessions which will be informal gatherings to talk to residents
about projects, services and whatever is on their mind.

We take very seriously our role as elected officials to represent our residents and
make decisions on your behalf and intend to be a transparent and open council.

We have a dedicated council and a skilled and hardworking staff looking forward to
serving you. We are sorry to see Olena Kotelnykova leaving the finance department,
and we thank her for her service to the Town and wish her all the best.

Please feel free to set up a meeting with me at the Town Hall or give me a call.

# TOWN OF o k

Berwic
COUNCIL & COMMITTEE
MEETINGS

Town Council Meetings will be held the
second Tuesday of each month (except
for August) at 6:30 pm.

Committee of the Whole Meetings will
be held the fourth Tuesday of each
month (except July and December) at
6:30 pm.

Planning Advisory Meetings will be
held on the first Tuesday of each month
at 6:30 pm.

Accessibility Advisory Committee
Meetings the next meeting is scheduled
for Monday, May 26 at 6 pm.

Community Development Meetings will
be held the third Tuesday of every other
month at 6:30 pm. The next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, April 15.

Police Service Advisory Meetings will
be held the third Tuesday of every other
month at 6:30 pm. Next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, May 20.

All meetings are open to the public.

Check our website event calendar for
up to date information on all Town
Meetings.

BERWICK TOWN HALL PHONE: (902) 538-8068
MONDAY - FRIDAY, 8:30AM - 4:00PM

WWW.BERWICK.CA

236 COMMERCIAL STREET, P.0. BOX 130
BERWICK, NS BOP 1EO
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HAVE YOU SIGNED UP THE BERWICK’'S ALERT SYSTEM?

Voyent Alert! is our new, reliable way of keeping you informed about critical
events and important notices in our community. Whether it's power outages,
road closures, or community information updates, you’ll be among the first
to know. We encourage you to explore the system and customize your alerts
to suit your needs. You can choose to receive notifications via the app,
email, text, or phone calls —

whatever works best for you! ] ;_:'-.: [ ]
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Together, we can stay safe, informed, and connected. =1"=_ = =.|:-'q'_
To register now, scan the handy QR Code, or visit = "7? z I;I
https://voyent-alert.com/community/ 8 I—.-.ialf

BUDGET 2025-26 -INVESTING IN OUR FUTURE

Council approved the 2025-26 Operating and Capital Budgets on March 27,
2025 after working through three versions, a public information session and
countless hours of deliberations. Staff provided presentations on operating
budget scenarios, 5-year capital plans and financial indicator forecasts.

Council has realized we need to be investing now if we are going to be able
to pave streets, upgrade the wastewater treatment plant, improve our
stormwater and wastewater infrastructure and purchase the major
equipment required to service the Town. This year’s budget sees continuing
with the storm water management plan and traffic study, changes to the
sewer rate structure and investments in the Town reserves. The approved
budget is $7.35 million. The Residential Tax Rate for 2025-26 will be $1.608
per $100 of assessment and the Commercial Tax Rate for 2025-26 will be
$3.920 per $100 of assessment.

LOW-INCOME PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION - APPLY BY JULY 31, 2025!
Are you eligible for a property tax exemption? The Town of Berwick offers a
Low-Income Property Tax Exemption to help qualifying residents reduce
their property tax burden.

To qualify for this exemption, you must meet the following criteria:

/ Own and live in the home as your primary residence.

/ Have a total household income (including income from all family
members residing in your home) that falls below the established
threshold of $29,136.00.

 If eligible, you could receive a $350.00 Property Tax Exemption, which
will be deducted from your Final Tax Bill in September 2025.

Submit your application to Town Hall by July 31, 2025 to take advantage
of this exemption. For more details or to obtain an application form, visit
berwick.ca or contact Town Hall. Don’t miss this opportunity!

IMPORTANT DATES

e April 15: Winter Parking Ban Ends

e April 18: Good Friday (closed)

e April 19: Town Easter Event (TBA)

e April 21: Easter Monday (closed)

e May 1 - 15: Spring Brush Clean up

e May 31: Interim Tax Bills payment
deadline.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! MUNICIPAL
PLANNING STRATEGY REVIEW
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT SESSION

Wednesday, April 23 at 6:00 pm
Anglican Church Hall (Annex),
238 Commercial Street.

We are moving forward with the
Municipal Planning Strategy Review
and this session will focus on
reviewing and refining lower-density
zoning in select areas of Town.

SPRING CLEAN-UP!

Spring Brush Clean Up will run from
May 1 - 15.

Residents are advised to cut brush and
sticks into four-foot lengths and if
using bags to use paper leaf bags to
support eco-friendly practices. Plastic
bags will not be collected.

Brush can also be dropped off in the
bin at Public Works, 216 Main Street.

Valley Waste Spring Clean Up will
take place between May 11 - 17.

Residents are asked to have items out
by 7:00 am on Sunday, May 11. For
more information please visit the
website www.vwrm.com.

SCAN THE QR CODE TO SIGN UP FOR E-BILLING TODAY!



